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were ruled by councils of village members and officials who
governed as representatives of the ancestral spirits. Since the
land, source of all wealth, also belonged to the ancestors, indi-
vidual ownership of land was not recognized, and it is remark-
able, but typical, that the village officials still govern as a duty
to the community and without remuneration.

Furthermore, the Balinese have been extremely liberal in
matters of religion. Every time a new idea was introduced into
the island, instead of repudiating it, they took it for what it was
worth and, if they found it interesting enough, assimilated it
into their religion, since no one knew what power there might
be in the new gods. In this manner, from all the sects and cults
that at one time or another reached the island, they selected
anew the principles that best suited their own ideas and accumu-
lated a vast store of religious power. Buddha became to them
the younger brother of Siva, and if the efforts of the Christian
missionaries who are attempting to convert the Balinese succeed,
it is not unlikely that in the future " Sanghyang Widi," the
exalted name that the missionaries have adopted for Jesus, will
become a first cousin of Siva and Buddha and will enjoy offer-
ings and a shrine where he can rest when he chooses to visit
Bali.

TEMPLES   AND   TEMPLE   FEASTS

The temple is certainly the most important institution on the
island and the clearest illustration of the spirit of the Balinese
religion. There are temples everywhere, from the modest family
shrines in every household, to the extravagant temples of the
princes and great town temples; large or small, plain or richly
carved temples found in the ricefields, in the cemeteries, in the
markets, on the beaches, in caves, among the tangle of gnarled
roots of old waringins, on deserted hill tops and even on the
barren rocks along the coastline.
When we discovered that the Balinese did not seem to mind